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Low income housing- supporting independence, creating opportunities

MINUTES

Brattleboro Housing Partnerships

Monday, September 26, 2022 4:30 PM

The meeting was warned on Facebook, the BHP website and in the Brattleboro Reformer:

You are hereby notified that the 4:30pm, September 26, 2022  regular meeting of Brattleboro Housing Partnerships will be held on “ZOOM” will operate in a hybrid format, combining both the physical location and the ability to attend and participate in the meeting via Zoom. The physical location will be at 224 Melrose Street, masks are required.    

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84876082452?pwd=WHhmeTJ6MVpJcjRYWXd4TnY0ZTIzUT09

1- 888 788 0099 US Toll-free

Meeting ID: 848 7608 2452

Passcode: 702932
1. Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 4:42pm by Commissioner Elizabeth Harrison, also present,  Commissioner Elisha Underwood, Commissioner  Byron Stookey, Commissioner Patricia Green, Commissioner Gary Stroud, Christine Hazzard, Executive Director and James Griffin BHP Fee Accountant.  BCTV  representative attended and recorded the meeting. 
2. Reviewed minutes from the August 1, 2022 Regular Meeting.
a. Commissioner Stroud moved to accept notes from the August 1, 2022 Regular Meeting, motion seconded by Vice Chair Underwood. Approved 5-0 
3. Resident and Community Participation: No residents or community members attended the meeting. 
4. Staff Reports Review:
a. Executive Director report:

i. Resident meetings with notes were reviewed. 

1. Dumpsters at Ledgewood Heights were discussed, including placement and enclosure.

2. Samuel Elliot Apartments meeting involved review of the complaint process and added security measures.  

b. Property Manager Report:

i. VERAP (Vermont Emergency Rental Assistance Program) will end for those already rent subsidized on September 30, 2022.  Residents will balances received letters urging them to apply for VERAP right away.  

ii. All residents, and section 8 participants notified of VERAP ending.  

iii. BHP has received $297,326.08 in funding from the program.  $4,634 in payments are pending. 
iv. Tax Credit Audit completed, RCC and AWR no findings, RCC2 minor findings corrected.  
c. Resident Wellness and Services: Employment and Education Coordinator, Support and Services at Home Coordinators 
i. ECC (Employment and Education Coordinator),  Matt Attesi is completing Annual Plan
ii. SASH expanding to Bellows Falls, this will be a half panel employed by BHP.  The hiring process continues.    
iii. SASH Flash reviewed and appreciated.
iv. SASH For All pilot program in development stage, began September 1, 2022. Training has begun.  
v. SASH Blood Pressure clinics are well attended and make a big difference, COVID and Flu vaccine clinics scheduled.  
d. Section 8 and Grant Administrator report reviewed: 
i. Reviewed Proposed 2023 Section 8 Fair Market Rents which was a 10% increase to the HUD Fair Market Rents
ii. Commissioner Stookey made a motion to accept the 2023 Section 8 Fair Market Rents, Commissioner Green Seconded the motion.  Approved 5-0
5. Financial Review: 

a. July 2022 comparable reviewed.
b. July and August check listings reviewed

c. New board members will be added to become signers after the bank merge.  

d. Check signing assignments:  October week 1 and 2 Vice Chair Underwood, week 3 and 4 Commissioner Stookey
6. Board Business:
a. Draft Camera Surveillance Policy reviewed, with Attorney’s edits.  

b. Vice Chair Underwood motioned to approve Surveillance Policy with Attorney’s edits, Commissioner Stroud seconded the motion, approved 5-0

c. Draft Grievance and Appeals for Applicants policy reviewed. 
d. Commissioner Stroud motioned to approve Appeals for Applicants policy, Commissioner Green seconded the motion, approved 5-0

e. Draft Grievance and Appeals for Residents/ Participants policy reviewed.
f. Commissioner Stroud motioned to approve Appeals for Residents policy, Vice Chair Underwood seconded the motion, approved 5-0  
7. BHOI- Brattleboro Housing Opportunities Inc.

a. BHOI description draft reviewed
b. BHOI request for funding draft reviewed
c. BHOI financial statement reviewed
8. Projects in progress:

a. Melrose Terrace flood mitigation:


i. Engineer reports: July 27, 2022, July 29, 2022 reviewed
b. Playground Ledgewood Heights- BHOI is applying for numerous grants, estimate total cost $50,000
9. Commissioner Stroud motioned to adjourn, Vice Chair Underwood  seconded the motion approved by a vote of 5-0
Christine Hazzard,    Secretary, October 1, 2022
It is the mission of Brattleboro Housing Partnerships to ensure the provision of quality low income and affordable housing within viable communities to support independence and create opportunity
.
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